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HOKA UTMB Mont-Blanc doubles anti-doping controls
for responsible performance

Doubled controls expanded to all races and all categories, one of the highest
prize purses in trail running the HOKA UTMB Mont-Blanc strengthens its
commitment to responsible performance.
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In a rapidly growing sport, equity among all runners and the protection of their health
are top priorities. From August 24 to 30, the HOKA UTMB® Mont-Blanc will host the
finals of the UTMB® World Series circuit. An event that demands the organization
meet the standards of the largest international competitions regarding sports rules
and discipline oversight.




"Trail running has changed scale: it is followed, rewarded, watched and this maturity
creates an obligation for us. Our finals bring together the highest-level lineup in world
trail running and one of the largest prize purses in the discipline; we cannot claim
that and look away from the rest. Rewarding properly, protecting everyone’s health,
testing without exception. we impose all three on ourselves for the world's best
athletes as well as for those aiming for the cutoff time." - Fabrice Perrin, Chief
Sports, Community and CSR Officer

Better testing for greater equity: an expanded anti-doping system

The HOKA UTMB Mont-Blanc has collaborated for three years with the ITA
(International Testing Agency), an independent body responsible for anti-doping
controls at the event. This year, the system is being reinforced to guarantee a
competition framework that is ever more fair, transparent, and protective.

The goal is simple: the same rules must apply to everyone, regardless of the

runner's level or status. This requirement for equity applies to elite athletes and
amateurs alike when anti-doping rules apply to their category, with a specific,

adapted framework for younger runners.

For this 23rd edition, anti-doping controls will be doubled. They will apply to all
races, including the three UTMB World Series finals OCC, CCC®, and UTMB® as
well as all runners, from elites to age-group categories.

"Performance levels in ftrail running have never been higher, and the athletes

themselves are asking for an increasingly clear and demanding anti-doping
framework. Qur responsibility is to respond to this expectation and evolve our

systems accordingly. The goal is simple: to guarantee fair competition, protect
athletes, and preserve the integrity of our sport." - Julien Chorier, Sports Director
"One of the reasons behind the creation of the PTRA was precisely to develop anti-
doping in a sport growing at varying speeds. As elite athletes, having adequate anti-
doping controls on a stage as major as the UTMB World Series finals gives us
confidence in the fairness of the competition. We applaud the human and financial
efforts made by UTMB Group in this direction, and we encourage them to continue."
- Albert Jorquera, Pro Trail Runners Association

Better rewards: one of the largest prize purses in trail running

This effort goes hand in hand with a long-standing commitment: rewarding athletes
to match their achievements. Through the HOKA Prize Purse, the HOKA UTMB
Mont-Blanc will distribute €271,000 across its three finals: €119,000 for the UTMB,
€76,000 for the CCC, and €76,000 for the OCC. The prize money rewards the top
ten finishers of each race, with full gender parity. The winners of the UTMB will each
receive €20,000.



In addition to this purse, there is what a victory at the UTMB World Series finals
represents in a career: visibility that carries weight in athletes' relationships with their

partners. Because performance is valued both financially and in the media, the
standards of equity surrounding it must match.
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Better prevention for better protection: over twenty years of
commitment to runner health

Runner health has been at the core of the event since 2003. Alongside its Medical
Commission, the HOKA UTMB Mont-Blanc develops a medical research program
conducted for over twenty years and provides

covering hydration, sleep, nutrition, cardiac warning signs, hyperthermia,
hypothermia, and self-medication, among other topics.
Self-medication receives particular vigilance. Anti-inflammatories, opioids: these
habits, very common among runners, expose them to real health risks. An
educational video was produced to raise broad awareness about the potential effects
of taking medication without medical supervision.
Furthermore, taking certain substances without medical advice or supervision can
lead to a positive anti-doping test without any intent to cheat. The reinforcement of
testing serves as a reminder of this across all levels of practice.



"Whatever the level, performance cannot be built at the expense of health. Our
prevention fact sheets exist so that every runner has the tools to protect themselves.
Self-medication, in particular, is a widely underestimated danger, even among those
with no desire to cheat. This is a culture we want to anchor across all levels of

practice.” - Nicolas Lagrange, CSR Director
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