Press release - Chamonix (France), Monday August 24th 2026

HOKA UTMB® Mont-Blanc 2026

THE FIRST ADVENTURES ARE UNDERWAY

The HOKA UTMB® Mont-Blanc 2026 kicks off its 23rd edition. This Monday, three
starts launched a week packed with adventure at the heart of the Mont-Blanc valleys:
the PTL® and MCC set off this morning, while the TDS® will start at 11:50 pm. A first
day of exploration, performance and inclusion, where trail-running enthusiasts come
together to run in harmony with the mountain.
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DAILY NEWS

An extraordinary event lasting 5 to 7 days, the PTL® takes its 125 teams of 2 or 3
runners across roughly 300 km (the equivalent of about 7 consecutive marathons)
and 25,000 m of elevation gain, nearly three times the height of Everest. Unmarked
and with a course redesigned every year, it demands navigation skills, self-
sufficiency and teamwork. South African athlete Travis Warwick-Oliver will become
the first amputee athlete to take the start of the PTL, while Sébastien Raichon, a
well-known long-distance trail specialist, will attempt the challenge for the first time.
On the MCC, the first finishers crossed the line at 1:27 pm, after 40 km and 2,350 m
of elevation gain. At just 22 years old, Belgium's Noémie Lepoutre (UTMB Index
707) pulled off a surprise with a remarkable comeback ahead of Pauline Girardet
(UTMB Index 703). Among the men, the French top 5 was led by Gatien Airiau
(UTMB Index 783), who succeeds Yoann Stuck, narrowly ahead of Florian
Bernabeu-Seguy (UTMB Index 853).

Noémie Lepoutre: "/ grew up with the UTMB, going along since | was 6 to support
my father, who is currently running the PTL. I'd already taken my first steps on the
YCC and the Trail de Verbier Saint-Bernard, but this was my first MCC and my first
time running this far. | had to learn to manage the distance and the heat, but it was a
great course that suited me well, with some big climbs and then a more runnable
finish."

But the MCC is also about stories that go beyond the clock: Pierre Cabon,
paraplegic since the Bataclan attack, set off in an adapted wheelchair alongside six
teammates, while Nicolas Ronget, visually impaired and also a member of the Team
Adaptive, took part in the adventure as well.

COMING SOON

On the program for a wild and technical night, the TDS® will set off this evening from
Courmayeur for 145 km and 9,500 m of elevation gain. Among the favorites:
Louison Coiffet (UTMB Index 947), winner of the 90K Mont-Blanc, and Tyler Green
(UTMB Index 893), record holder of the 2026 Scout Mountain 100 Miles. On the
women's side, Anna Tarasova (UTMB Index 804), winner of the Lavaredo 80K and
3rd at the 2025 CCC, and Ragna Debats (UTMB Index 752), 2018 trail world
champion, are expected to shine. Within the Team Adaptive, Guillaume Pick, deaf
since birth, and Louis Pech, the first cystic fibrosis patient to complete the UTMB in
2025, will attempt to reach the finish line. On the ETC's 15 km and 1,200 m of
elevation gain, specialists in explosive formats to watch include Vivien Bonzi (UTMB
Index 768) and Marie Nivet (UTMB Index 765) among the women, and Joey Hadorn
(UTMB Index 928) and Taylor Stack (UTMB Index 921) among the men. Maria



Petit, a blind athlete and member of the Team Adaptive, will also take part in the

ETC. The YCC, meanwhile, will reveal the next generation of champions. See the

DID YOU KNOW?

The 2026 ETC and OCC trophies

tell the story of the valley. Made by
local Chamonix artist Upcyde®,
they give a second life to materials
otherwise destined for destruction:
for the OCC, wood from the old
Aiguille du Midi footbridge,
dismantled after 70 years of
service, worked using the
Japanese Shou Sugi Ban
technique. The ETC trophies
incorporate red cedar salvaged
from an old building.

THE NUMBER

2,600

That's the number of volunteers
mobilized for the event. Present at
aid stations, mountain
checkpoints, welcome desks and
logistics, they support runners
throughout their adventure. With
an average age of 43, they are a
loyal community: 70% return from
one edition to the next,
contributing to the spirit of
solidarity at the HOKA UTMB
Mont-Blanc.

THE ENCOUNTER

Boris Ghirardi, the man driving the Team Adaptive forward
Since 2022, Boris Ghirardi has been co-building the Team Adaptive by UTMB
alongside David Poletti, a remarkable springboard for inclusion. Selected
collegially with the UTMB teams, the 15 ambassadors embody the diversity of

disability and carry forward the event's inclusion policy. Paraplegic following a

motorcycle accident, Boris insists: "Why shouldn't people with disabilities also be
on a starting line? Everyone has the right to stand on a trail-running starting line."
Several members of the Team will indeed take on challenges never attempted
before this year, on some of the week's most demanding races, projects that
could mark a turning point in the history of disability in ultra-trail running. Among
them in 2026: Travis Warwick-Oliver, the first athlete with a disability to take on
the PTL® (300 km and 25,000 m of elevation gain); Pierre Cabon, paraplegic
following the Bataclan attack, the first wheelchair athlete on the MCC; and




Jonathan, the first to take part in the UTMB® using a joélette (an all-terrain

wheelchair). All of them racing within the same time limits as able-bodied runners.

So many stories that, somewhere in a hospital room, whisper: "If he can do it, |
cando it."
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Note to editors

UTMB® World Series

UTMB® World Series is the trail running circuit that brings together the best athletes in the sport and amateur

runners in top intemational events held in some of the most beautiful places on the planet. The UTMB® World
Series is rooted in a passion for the mountains and respect for the environment and offers trail running

enthusiasts the chance to expenence the UTMB® adventure across the globe, with events taking place in Asia,
Oceania, Europe, Africa and the Americas. This is the way for everyone to start their quest towards the HOKA

uTMB® Mont-Blanc, where the UTMB® World Series finals take place. Launched in May 2021 with the

collaboration of UTMB Group and The IRONMAN Group, the UTMB® World Series circuit brings together
69 events in 35 countries. For more information, visit https://utmb world | Press Area & Photo

uTMB® Group

Since the creation of HOKA UTMB® Mont-Blanc in 2003 by a group of passionate friends, UTMB Group has been
driving force behind the development of trail running. The HOKA UTMB® Mont-Blanc is the sports pinnacle event
UTMB Group also pioneered the LiveTrail® technology, an innovative digital service that supporis the

management of endurance races. Revered by hundreds of thousands of athletes, UTMB® has become a global,
premium, and leading brand. In May 2021, UTMB Group partnered with The IRONMAN Group to launch

the UTMB® World Senes, which brings together many of the best intemational events on the planet to provide
exclusive access to the sport's pinnacle event, HOKA UTMB® Mont-Blanc. The UTMB® World Series is built on

the founding principles of HOKA UTMB® Mont-Blanc: surpassing oneself; fair-play; respect for people and the
environment, and solidarnty. Find out more at hitps://utmb world
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presse@utmb.world
Keziah Piercy - UTMB World Series PR Manager
T: +33 (0)6 08 84 58 25
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